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CHAPIhAINS CORNER
INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT
CHRISTMAS
There's abundant evidence that He
was born not on December 25th! St.
Luke points out that our Lord was born
in early fall. We read, "There were shepherds in the field, watching their flocks
by night." By December, their flocks
were in a sheepfold or in caves at night,
for the weather did not allow night time
grazing.
His birthdate was not observed until
several centuries after He was born. Believers started celebrating Christmas on
December 25th to compete with a Roman
Feast called Saturnalia observed by the
Romans. It was so immoral and ungodly that the believers sought to combat it with Christmas and e ventually the
forces of the Christ won the struggle and
the Romans cancelled Saturnalia.
The Armenian Church even now
celebrates His birth on January 6th. The
journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem was
80 miles. Accommodations for travelers
were very meager. They brought their
own food and cooked it by a fire furnished by the innkeepers out in the courtyard. In that day, they sheltered livestock
in caves, dug from the soft, limestone
cliffs ( often attached to homes or inns) .
They dug pits in the cave floors, called
mangers, for feeding animals.
Surely there were persons in Bethlehem who knew that Mary's baby was
soon to be born. Yet, no one offered to
open his home to her. If she had been a
woman of rank or wealth, it would have
been different. Mary was "only another
peasant woman like millions today who
cannot find milk for their wretched
babes."
Christian art has made it a beautiful

scene, clean with mild looking oxen and
sheep. But it probably was but a little
shanty with a donkey. Luke was the only
one who dwells upon Jesus' humble entrance into the world. Perhaps it was
because he had great sympathy for the
poor. He tells us how Jesus was linked
with the less fortunate. For example, the
lowly shepherds were first to hear of His
birth, out there grazing their sheep.
The news did not come first to powerful, wealthy men in Palestine. There were
high priests, ecclesiastics, Pharisees, Scribes, but the angels passed them by and
told it to those lowly shepherds who
were held in contempt. Don't overlook
the wording of the announcement: "I
bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to ALL THE PEOPLE."
That there was 'no room' in the inn
was symbolic of what was to happen.
The only place where there was room
for HIM was on a CROSS. His life was
spent seeking an entrance to the overcrowded hearts of persons. So often He
can not find it; but still HIS SEARCH
goes on.
DAVID E. WILKINSON
Chaplain

Lucille Morrison,
Vintage Nurse
All of us probably have the feeling
when we see a beautifully restored 1928
Ford that we would like to have been
everywhere that car had been. Lucille
Morrison's career at Davis Hospital spans
that many years. Since entering nursing
school here in 1928, she has been in
positions of responsibility and leadership. On December 21, 1981, Mrs. Morrison will celebrate her birthday and will
also step down from her duties at Davis
Hospital, and, like the 1928 Ford, be
able to enjoy remembering many trips
back and forth from her home near Mt.
Mourne in the service of Davis Hospital
and its patients.
Mrs. Morrison served as operating
room supervisor for 48 years and stepped
down several years ago as supervisor. She
has continued to work part-time in the
operating room since. During her 48
years as operating room supervisor, Mrs.
Morrison by her tremendous talent, leadership, loyalty, and dedication built our
Davis Hospital operating room into the
envy of many much larger and more
sophisticated hospitals. She molded the
design of the operating rooms, picked
and inspired the personnel to conduct
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Davis Hospital
School of Nursing
To Be Phased Out
The governing board of Davis Hospital recently reached the decision to
cease recruiting freshmen students for the
hospital school of nursing. All current
students of the program will be able to
graduate with the present freshmen
graduating in May, 1984.
Davis Hospital School of Nursing is
one of the few diploma schools of nursing remaining in the state. The school
is considered to be one of the finest in
North Carolina with a high percentage
of graduates successfully passing the state
board registery to practice nursing.
The school was organized in 1920
by Miss Elizabeth Hill, R.N., and the late
Dr. James W. Davis. Sixty-one years of
quality education have been provided by
the program with over 700 nurses graduating and now practicing nursing
throughout the country. Miss Jamie Henley and two other students were the first
to be graduated in 1923.
In cooperation with Hospital Corporation of America (HCA), who has signed
a contract to purchase the hospital, and
the present Davis Hospital trustees, Mitchell College plans to offer a two year
Associate Nurse Degree Course to begin
in 1982. HCA will cooperate by providing clinical facilities at Davis Hospital as
well as furnishing the nursing students
with classroom space.
The Board of Trustees assured students and their parents that the hospital
will retain qualified instructors to provide the quality of education necessary
to graduate the present 43 students. The
Board and HCA are pleased to have a
part in making a continuing education
program for nurses possible.
themselves professionally and expertly in
their assigned duties of caring for patients and maintaining our hosptal. For
those of us fortunate enough to have
worked wth her in her prime, Mrs. Morrison was nothing short of terrific. She
was the best operating assistant and kept
the operating room at peak efficiency at
all times.
Throughout her education at Davis
Hospital School of Nursing where she
graduated in 1931, and through her long
career as operating room supervisor, Mrs.
Morrison has exemplified the very best
in the tradition of a fine nurse and citizen.
The professionalism shown in the operating room personnel today is a direct
result of her leadership and inspiration.
DR. RICHARD A. BOYD
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Successful United Way Campaign

STEVEN 1. BLAINE

New Administrator
Steven L. Blaine became Administrator of Davis Hospital on December 1,
1981. His appointment was made by the
hospital Board of Trusttes and HCA.
A native of West Virginia, Blaine
graduated from Point Pleasant High
School, Point Pleasant, West Virginia. He
received a Bachelors Degree in Business
Administration with a major in accounting from Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia and later obtained
a certificate in Health Care Administration from Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio.
He entered the health care field in
1970 when he became Assistant Controller at the Memorial Baptist Hospital
System in Houston, Texas. In March,
1971, he was appointed Director of Finance at San Jacinto Methodist Hospital,
Baytown, Texas.
Blaine became affiliated with HCA
in 1972 at Raleigh General Hospital in
Beckely, West Virginia as Controller. In
1973, he transferred to Indian Path Hospital in Kingsport, Tennessee as controller and was later promoted to Assistant
Administrator. He was promoted to the
position of Administrator at Community
Hospital in Mayfield, Kentucky in 1978,
the position he held before coming to
Davis Hospital.
We are pleased to have Mr. Blaine
as our Administrator and look forward
to working with him during the exciting
times ahead of us through our affiliation
with Hospital Corporation of America.
Front Cover illustrated
by Debbie Comer.

Davis Hospital employees have good reason to be proud of their' efforts and
contributions to the United Way Campaign for 1981.
This year's employees contributed a total of $2,100.00 which exhibits an overall increase of 137% over last year.
Department participation is as follows:
Anesthesia
100%
SPD/CSR/Purchasing
100%
Maintenance
100%
Laundry/Linen
100%
Administration
100%
Radiology
100%
Personnel
100%
Physical Therapy
100%
Social Services
100%
Laboratory
47%
School of Nursing
100%
Pharmacy
33%
Nuclear Medicine
100%
Nursing Administration
100%
Recovery Room
100%
Outpatient Surgery
75%
Physical Therapy
100%
Male Attendants
17%
Medical Records
100%
lA
100%
Surgery
100%
lB
21%
Respiratory Therapy
100%
2C
44%
Patient Accounting
100%
2B
50%
Clinics
East II
23%
37%
Dietary
68%
East III
71%
Chaplaincy
100%
CCU
69%
Volunteer Services
100%
Emergency Room
25%
Communications
33%
Thank you for supporting our community in such an enthusiastic manner.

The Explanation . . .
Sometimes in everyday routine situations, we take for granted what a little
explanation can do for our patients. This
point really came home to me last week
when my mother was admitted to a large
teaching hospital for a cardiac diagnostic
evaluation.
The first day she was there, I went
out to run an errand and came back to
find her gone from the room. A nurse
rushed in and told me—"Your mother's
in the Sonics Lab." Sonics Lab? Before I
could open my mouth, the nurse had
gone. Sonics Lab? Mom came back two
hours later and told me all about the
scans and echocardiogram she had just
been through. She used more medical
terminology than I even possess. I learned that one of the Sonics Lab staff had
come up late the evening before and explained the tests she would undergo the
next day.
The next day, my mother was to
undergo a cardiac catheterization. Of
course, we all experienced a great deal
of apprehension over this somewhat detailed and risky procedure. The evening
before, a Physician's Assistant came into
the room and gave mom a detailed
booklet on the procedure and came back
later to invite questions about it. I liked
the fact that she encouraged us to stay
in the room while she answered mom's
questions and ours, too. This P. A. told
me that her job was to assist in the cardiac catheterization room as well as to
make rounds the evening before and
"psychologically prepare the patients for

the procedure."
The next day, the procedure was completed successfully and with good news
at the end. I feel that my family and my
mother were knowledgeable and psychologically ready for her to undergo this
procedure because of very good patient
and family teaching. This experience has
also made me more aware and conscientious about how important even the simplest of explanations is to a patient and
family.
Remember: "A well informed patient
is a well prepared patient."
DENITA HOLLAND, RN

CAPPING CEREMONY HELD
The School of Nursing held its capping ceremony for freshmen on December 17, 1980 at 4:00 p.m. The junior
nursing class planned the event to honor
the 15 freshmen with their new caps.
The ceremony took place at First Baptist
Church in the chapel.
Dr. Sam Holbrook addressed the
group of nursing students. Mrs. Mary Jo
Danner, director of the school, spoke
about the significance of the cap. Dr.
Frank Campbell, pastor of the First Baptist Church, and a member of the Board
of Trustees for Davis Hospital, gave the
prayer and devotional. The freshmen
students were capped by their junior big
sisters.
Following the ceremony, freshmen
and their families were invited to a reception in Adams Hall. This event marks
the first important step in the students'
pursuit of a nursing career. We offer our
congratulations to the freshmen.
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New Director Named

MARY M. BROWN
The Environmental Services Department would like to welcome Mary Brown
to Davis Hospital as our new Director of
Environmental Services. Mary comes to
us from High Point Memorial Hospital,
where she served as Assistant Director
for 2 years. Prior to that, she worked at
Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro for
21/2 years. She has attended Guilford
Technical School for Management Training and the Tennessee School for Housekeeping and Management.
Mary lived in Greensboro for 29
years prior to accepting the position at
Davis Hospital. She is presently trying
to locate a residence in Statesville.
We extend a warm welcome to Mary
and look forward to working with her.

People In The News - - Congratulations to SANDRA CARNEY, PAM KETCHIE, JAN MOSLEY,
and LAVONNE RICHARDSON for passing the National Registry for Radiologic Technologist. This reflects a 100
passing rate for the class of 1981.
BETTY JOHANSSON, Instructor, attended an NLN workshop on "Implementation of Curriculum in Diploma
Schools" in New York City on November 5th and 6th.
EMMA PHILLIPS, ART, and ELAINE MORRISON, ART, recently attended a Seminar on Quality Assurance
at Lowrance Hospital.
CINDY COTHRAN, RRA, JIM
CLINE, Assistant Administrator for Personnel and Training, HAZEL WILSON
and BETTY JOHANSSON, Nursing Instructors for the School of Nursing, attended a workshop on Performance Evaluation Procedures on November 13,
1981 in Winston-Salem, N. C.
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Endoscopy Unit
Davis Hospital extended its ambulatory care services in July of this year by
adding an Endoscopy unit under the direction of Dr. David Kogut and Dr.
Frank Wolfshiemer, Gastroenterologists.
The new unit, located on 2-A, has completed over 200 Diagnostic Gastrointestonal procedures since its opening.
The unit comes under the supervision
of Denita Holland, RN ( Outpatient Surgery) and is staffed by Karen Greenwood,
RN and Londa Peschock, LPN. Mrs.
Greenwood and Mrs. Peschock are the
"experts" on assisting both physicians
with the scoping procedures, equipment
care, and most importantly the care of
the patients.
The Endoscopy Unit has two procedure rooms. One is chiefly utilized for
patient preparation and the actual procedure takes place in a separate room. Such
procedures as Endoscopies, Colonoscopies
and Esophageal Dilatations are scheduled
for both In-patients and Out-patients.
Hospital personnel and members of
the Medical Staff are invited to visit the
unit to see the new equipment and observe some of the diagnostic procedures.

Winter Time . . .
A Child's Thoughts
The wind is icy upon my face,
The rain is cold and damp.
As day is falling into night;
Each window lights a lamp.
I used to yearn for Summertime
When play would last all day,
But now I yearn for Wintertime
As long as it can stay.
In Wintertime we bundle up
As we jump out of bed
For look the snow is deep
And I can use my sled.
Weekends are busy, happy
Full of glee;
For that's when "Down the Slopes"
We come, Brother, Pop and me.
Sleighing, Skiing, Skating—
A great hot bowl of stew,
Makes Wintertime a lot of fun
The air is purer too . . .
DOLORES FRANKS
Food Service Supervisor
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Drafted By Pro Team

KEITH WALKER
Undoubtedly many of you have followed the high school and college basketball career of Keith Walker. Keith is a
very talented young man and the son of
Juanita Walker, RN on nursing unit 2B.
Keith has had an impressive career
both as an athlete and as a student. He
graduated this past spring from Clemson
University with a BS in Business Administration and Marketing and has been
drafted to play pro-basketball in Turkey.
He had signed a 3-year contract with the
Carsenkia Ball Club and is presently in
Izmir, Turkey. He will play ball in Turkey for three months and in Australia for
three months.
While a student at Mitchell Community College, Keith became ranked
as the second highest scorer in Junior
College basketball in the United States,
a record that still remains in tact. Also
while at Mitchell Community College, he
broke his own scoring record by scoring
46 points in one game. He is averaging
26.4 points per game now.
Juanita said he would appreciate a
note or card very mu..h. His address is:
Keith Walker, Room 407
Hotel Anba, Izmir, Turkey

SCQgps

LINDA ZIGLAR, RN (OR), recently
won the WSIC Birthday Cup ( age
withheld!).

DENITA HOLLAND, RN, and ANITA
RIDDLE, RN, ( alias "Frick and
Frank") became "teenyboppers" once
again at the Rod Stewart concert November 12th at the Charlotte Coliseum.

